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ClWm 1 (amended) . A functional monitoring system, 



a transmitting and^receiving station configured to transmit an 
interrogation code signal; and 




a plurality of transponders each configured to respond to the 
interrogation code signal upon receiving the interrogation 
code signal by generating and simultaneously transmitting in 
temporal synchronization a response signal\to said 
transmitting and receiving station. 





Claihv v 14 (amended) . A method of operating a functional 
^0 v monitorin^ysystem having a transmitting and receiving station, 
and a plurality of transponders, the method which comprises 



transmitting an interrogation code signal with a transmitting 
^•nd receiving station; ands 

simultaneously, in temporal synchronization, responding with 
each of a plurality of transponders^refeeiving the 
interrogation code signal by transmitting a\response signal. 
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lim 18 (amended) . The method according to claim 14, which 
comprxses^-sioichronizing the transponders for transmitting the 
response signal in^synchroni zat ion . 
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